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“being known to one’s self” is contingent upon the absorption of poetic masterworks due to the uniqueness of personality and the
universality of their poetic truths. Preference for one scale of values over another in judgement and evaluation of works of art ex-
presses belief in a particular way of life and in ideal images of “humanness”, and as such exist beyond the consideration of
Aesthetics.

LI

Fourth chapter — “The Plot as Content Which Becomes Form” — This chapter discusses the ways in which the personality of
the work of art is formed and exists as an entity separate from the personality of the creator expressed within it. The personality
of the work of art is a function of its unity and uniqueness which result from the merging of its content with its form. When the
form and content of a work are merged into a unity — they are indivisible and untranslatable into other media. Any such transla-
tion must alter their significance. The plot is a combination of descriptions of events, a combination which receives a meaning
different from that of each of the events included in it. Our lives are rarely organized into “plots™ in which all the events and ac-
tions receive a meaning or significance from their purposes — (such rare instances do occur in times of peril or of complete self-
consecration to meeting a challenge). The similarity between plots in life and those in art might to a certain extent explain the
power of attraction of plot in works of art. The events and deeds comprising the plot receive meaning, and the plot its form, from
the aims of those active in it. The plot becomes representative of the *“stream-of-the-present” which lacks both aim and form. The
plot changes its form when the story is transfered from one medium to another, and therefore no two works contain the *same
plot”. The unique form of the plot (the elements of its world of ideas and its representation of reality) determines the work’s per-
sonality. Like every personality, the personality of the plot is also a combination of the expected and the unexpected; the ex-
pected deriving from its known identity and the unexpected deriving from its changeability as a living entity.

Fifth Chapter — this chapter is dedicated to the Cheshire Cat. As we remember, Carroll’s cat disappeared and it's grin alone
remained; as does the “grin” of every creator who disappears into his work after inbuing it with his personality. Through the
work we become acquainted with the personality of the creator and his relation to the reality represented in it. This process of
making acquaintance with the creator is as much an enigma as the perception of the grin of the Cheshire Cat. The artistic ex-
perience is connected to and included in this process of acquaintance-making between creator and perceiver — a process which
develops and deepens as we meet more of his works. Our love for the creator becomes a part of our love for the work and we are
no longer able to differentiate between them. The work of art is a concrete entity, while the imprint (trace) of the creator is an
abstract entity. In the attempt to solve this puzzle the chapter discusses modes of communication between one individual and
another — as opposed to modes of communication between an individual and a work of art. The expression on a man's face and
its dynamic components (as the smile and the grin) are similar to, and different from words and other ambiguous signs. The work
of art, through its medium, ona ge which b medium-to-a-new-message, in an unending cycle. The plot which
appears to us through words or pictures is a message; this message, (the plot), becomes a medium for a new message: the
creator’s experiences and way of seeing. This message in turn becomes a medium by which his personality is conveyed to us —
and so on. The process of transformation from medium to message and from ge to medium becomes the dynamics which
guide the experience of perceiving a work of art and the process of acquaintance-making with the personality both of the creator
and the work of art. In contrast to the participant active in an event (as in accident or battle), the perceiver of the work of art is
witness to the description of events; these combine to form the plot. The form of the plot expresses the attitude of the creator to
the described events and to what they represent. These unique attitudes and ways of seeing define the creator’s personality for us
(The writer or painter present interpretations of their lives and reality, the actor and critic present interpretations of their lives
and artistic reality.) The grin of the Cheshire Cat exists in every poetic creation and becomes a tangible presence to which the
perceiver of the work of art relates. The love we experience for the personality of the artist merges with the love we experience in
perceiving the work of art.










2. “Love” — A name for the unique power in which the total personality is involved, including its desires and sympathies, its
urge for self realization and devotion, its longing for completeness of relationship, for the sublimity of merging with the beloved.

As in the second meaning of the word “art”, the second meaning of the word “love™ becomes a term of evaluation. The love
aroused in us for a poetic work which we call the Great Work of Art accords it a position at the top of our scale of artistic values.
Our great love also becomes the measure according to which we evaluate all loves.

The many types of “love” and “art” do not have sharply defined boundaries. Most of the works we love can be considered
“artistic” in both the first and second meanings. Most of the loves we feel for men and women in our lives are not “pure” in the
sense of belonging to one or the other of the categories defined by the two meanings of love. In spite of this, we know very well
how to distinguish between the love for a late Rembrandt self-portrait and a decorative color combination by Mondrian. In the
same way we know well how to distinguish between the passing love of a chance meeting and that of our life's love which
becomes part of our fate.

This book deals with kinds of love: our love for an individual, and our love for a work of art.

Through the comparison between the two I hope to better understand the uses of the two words — love and art. These words
name two of the forces by which man attempts to reach a completeness and perfection beyond biological existence, forces by
which man attempts to rise above nature — a desire which seems part of human nature itself.

. " W

The book contains five chapters:

The First — discusses the differentiation we make between “Sensual Love and Great Love”, comparing it to the differentiation
between our love for effective works of entertainment and our love for “Great or Sublime Works of Art". The chapter discusses
the importance and strength of “minor loves” in our human relations and in art. It describes the reasons why the “personalities”
of the lovers do not find these loves sufficiently fulfilling. It examines the possibility of depicting characteristics common to
“great loves” in spite of their nature being unique as is the personality involved. The chapter traces the ways in which we become
conscious of the term “love”, a concept derived from an ideal image and from our experiencing of it in the past or in our imagina-
tion. It examines the ways in which the word love, used to differentiate between types of feeling, becomes a word used to evaluate
the objects of our love. I introduce Lisias’s argument (in Plato’s Phaedrus) in favor of “love without love” and its refutation by
Socrates. The conclusion is a comparison between the ways in which we become conscious of the concepts of love and art
through experience.

In the second chapter I followed Martin Buber's view of the three powers of love, art, and faith in which the affinity between
the I and Thou are realised. Our desire for this affinity is the essence of our aspirations as human beings who remain unsatisfied
even through our instincts of hunger, sex, and game-playing (Homo Ludens) may be satisfied. The bond between the I and Thou
is the realization of the human desire for perfection of relationship and is expressed in the work of art and the great love. This
relationship and the forms it takes is part of the world of experience as opposed to the world of events in which one human being
is an It to the other. The I reveals itself to one through the experience of the Thou in the reciprocal affinity of one individual with
another. This affinity exists beyond calculations of usefulness and the service one individual may derive from another. *To be
human" becomes a term of evaluation for actions and attitudes. Beyond the acquaintance we make with useful objects in “the
world of events” we long to experience a personality in love, art, and faith. The relationship between the receiver and the work of
art develops as a reciprocal one because the receiver takes part in the formation of the work of art by according a personality to
its creator and its characters. The responses of perceivers of works of art becomes an integral part of their cultural community.
By consigning a work either to “culture”™ or “civilization” we have made a value judgement.

The Third Chapter — “The Knowledge of Masterpieces of an Art is Essential to the Knowledge of That Art” — This chapter
discusses the difference between effective works of entertainment and excitement and the poetic works we recognize by their
similarity to poetic masterpieces in the same medium. Just as in “great love” where all sides and faculties of our personality
become involved, so our entire personality becomes involved in the experience of perceiving the poetic masterpiece. Just as our
love for individuals is recognized by its similarity to the “great love™ — so our love for works of art is recognized by its similarity
to the love we feel for the masterworks of the same art. Due to our love we name a certain work a masterpiece. The poetic work
differs from the entertainment work by being the expression of the personality which created it and acts within it; by being the
area in which our knowledge of the personality is consummated and our affinity with it is created. The experience of it gives
meaning — that is, a role, to the words “art™ and “aesthetics™ in our langauge. In order to perceive the poetic work among others
in the same medium certain conditions of education and culture must be met so that a common “cultural language™ be
established. Poetic masterworks take part in the creation of the vocabulary of concepts of the “cultural language”, of the myths
functioning within it, and of its scales of preference. The use we make of a “cultural language” in our thoughts and our com-
munication with others of our cultural community affects our behaviour in society and in our personal lives. The exposure to
poetic masterworks becomes the main factor determining the modes in which we use the “cultural language™; this exposure and
these modes of use determine the “intellectual and cultural standards™ which place us in a certain cultural community. The very



YAAKOV MALKIN / ART AS LOVE

A Resumé of the Hebrew Essay

“Art” and “Love” — The meaning of these concepts seems unknown to us because their definition is unknown to us. They are
forces experienced with such certainty that we have no need of definition at all.

Love — is a form of knowledge having no need of proof, reason, or explanation. When an individual or a work of art becomes
the object of our love we know it and our love for it in an experience more real than anything tangible, and more certain than
anything proven. When a human creation causes us a unique experience because of which we name it a work of art, this ex-
perience too becomes a tangible certainty. We know how to diferentiate between the responses of pleasure, enjoyment, enter-
tainment, excitement, and those of the experience of love in our relations both to a person and a work of art.

We give the names of our responses to the works which aroused them, categorizing them accordingly. Sometimes a work ap-
pears to us exclusively as “entertainment”, “suspense”, “adventure”, as “pleasantly decorative”, or as the “melodrama™ which
causes excitement, pity, sweet anxiety, and surprise. It may happen that one of these becomes a poetic creation due to its arous-
ing in us a unique experience beyond the afore-mentioned responses. We call this also a “work of art” but the word “art” in this
last sence contains a value judgement:

This poetic creation does not resemble the other game-like works which entertain, amuse, or bring about anxiety, pity and
other pleasures— it is a work of art, subject of a unique experience as is great love,

The word “art” therefore becomes a word with two separate meanings:

I “Art” — A collective name designating works the perception of which arouses a game-like enjoyment (Homo Ludens).

2. "“Art” — The name for a poetic work the perception of which arouses a unique experience similar to the experience of a
great love.

According to these definitions all works of art may be divided into two major groups:

1. Works which effectively arouse in us excitement and enjoyment (entertainment) in the games of observation (viewing) and
imagination.

2. Works which poetically arouse in us excitement and enjoyment through an experience of love for the personality in the
work.

These works are as unique as an irreplaceable personality (individual). In this sense they are similar to a loved person who too
is irreplaceable. The personality acting in the work emerges through the unique form given it. This form expresses the relation of
the creator to the medium and the reality represented in the work. The creator’s personality and the work's personality fuse the
signs comprising the work of art into a living presence with which we can develop a dialogue in the Buberian sense of the word.
Like every living entity which presents itself to us — the work of art is unified and defined in the limits of beginning and end,
separating it from the formless stream-of-becoming of our lives. The meaning of the work of art is formed within the response of
the spectator whose interpretation accords it a personality and a role in our lives. This role is the “meaning” of the work of art.
The overlapping areas of the individual meanings (interpretations) given the work of art, by each of its perceivers — comprise its
inter-personal meaning (“the objective meaning”) in one cultural community.

The value of the work in the eyes of the perceivers is determined by the love they accord it. We bestow upon the work of art
itself the characteristics of our love for it. Characteristics of “greatness”, “depth”, “sensitivity”, “sensuality”, which we attribute
to the work of art are imparted to it by types of love. Without this love we do not recognize these characteristics and deny their
existence.

The interpretation of the work loved by us crosses the boundaries of spiritual experience when it critically appraises the factors
composing the work which aroused our response. The ways in which, and the conditions under which this critical interpretation
takes place are subjects worthy of special consideration — but not the area this book deals with. Here, I propose to dwell upon
the Jove which distinguishes a work of art from other works, while comparing it to the love between one person for another.

“Love” also has many meanings according to its many functions in our language. Love may be a name for sensual pleasure,
for desire and the modes of satisfying it, for sympathy without desire, for friendship of the spirit and the soul. There is a love for
the sublime, for the object of faith and knowledge beyond logic. Love may be the name for a relationship which takes part in all
these and is yet unlike any one of these. This kind of love is a power both mental and physical in which all the personality is in-
volved, a power devoted to and conmingled with our object of love, a power which is a sublime longing “through which the
selfness of personality is made known” (in the words of Buber),

Even if we ignore all the other functions (i.e. meanings) which the word love fulfills in our language, we can distinguish at least
two major groups of meanings which in many ways parallel those of “art™

L. “Love"” — A collective name for the desires and the expression of the sexual urge and its satisfaction, a collective name for
our preferences and sympathies, a name for types of friendship and esteem.
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This book includes works created between the years 1971—-1975.

The essays compare love between individuals and the love of individuals for works of art.

The drawings express the love of the artist for the human image.

These loves are manifest and yet their meaning remains secret.

The shared passion for this secret is our reason for bringing together this book of drawings and this book

of essays. Yaakov Malkin Felice Pazner Malkin
Jerusalem 1975



Yaakov Malkin, writer and lecturer, was born in Warsaw Poland in 1926; since 1934 he has lived in
Israel. He studied with Martin Buber at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Edouard Dorme at the Sor-
bonne, Paris, Edward Burry Burgum at New York University and did graduate studies at Tel-Aviv
University.

His books include: *“An Introduction to Chaplin and Brecht — Pleasure as a Criterion of Art Ap-
preciation,” 1966 Pan Haifa; “Film as Literature,” 1968, Pan Haifa with Israel Film Archives; plays:
“The Song of Songs and Jonah Jones,” 1965 Haifa Publishing; *Lexicon of the Arts™ (together with F.
Pozner Malkin), 1974 Massada Press; “The Art of the Lecture,” 1973 Ministry of Defence, Publication,
“An Alternative to Violence — Activation of the Community,” 1971 Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Publication.

His theatre and film work include: Criticism in journals, newspapers, radio and television since 1946.
From 1952—1956 he was director of repetoire at the Habima National Theatre. In 1956—1957 he
worked with the theatre director Jean-Marie Serreau and the film director Jean-Benoit-Levi in Paris and
in 1960 with the film director Chris Marker in Israel. In 1956 he adapted *Medea” for the Habima
Theatre and in 1965 wrote the dialogue for “The Cellar,” a film directed by Natan Gross. Since 1973 he
is co-editor of the journal of film and television “Close-Up” and has edited the “Israel Cinemateque Bul-
letins.™

As Lecturer: He is a member of the teaching staff of Tel-Aviv University since 1969 where he lectures on
The Aesthetics of the Film and The Literature of the Media, and is guest lecturer at the Hebrew Univer-
sity, Jerusalem and Shenkar College, Ramat Gan. During the years 1965-1971 he taught rhetorics and
aesthetics at the Technion Institute, Haifa and in 1952—1956 comparative literature at the Kibbutz
Teachers Seminary, Tel-Aviv. He has held lecture series at many adult education institutions in Israel
since 1946, Australia 1960, the United States 1966, and France, 1970.

Work in the fields of adult education and eommunication: He is the founder (1971) and editor of the
Israel Journal of Adult Education. In 1958 he established the first community centers in Israel — The
Rothschild Center and The Hagefen Arab-Jewish Center in Haifa and was director of The Rothschild
Center until 1971. He also founded and directed hebrew language schools in New York (1952) and in
Paris (1956). In 1947 he established the underground radio station “Telem Shamir Boaz" and in 1947
“The Voice of the Israel Defence Forces”.

Yaakov Malkin is married to Felice Pazner-Malkin and has a son and & daughter. He lives and writes in
Jerusalem since 1971.

Felice Pazner Malkin, painter, was born in Philadelphia Pa. U.S.A. where she studied at the College of
Art, the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, and The Barnes Foundation, Merion. In 1951, she at-
tended the Sorborine Paris, working in Paris again in 1956—1957, in London in 1961 and in New York
1966, 1968.

Inlsrael, where she has lived since 1949, she exhibited at Mikra Studios in 1954, at the Chemerinsky Gal-
lery 1966, at Beit Rothschild Gallery 1967, Shatz Gallery 1972, Arta Gallery 1975, She has taken part
in many group shows among which: Tel-Aviv Museum, Haifa Museum, the Carnegie Foundation, Pa.,
Texas University, Austin, Michener Collection, Shatz Gallery, Gorden Gallery, America-Israel Art
Foundation, Armon Gallery and is represented in numerous private collections.

As art editor she designed “Children and People” 1954, theatre posters for the Habima National
Theatre, the Chamber Theatre, Inbal Dance Theatre etc. She executed drawings to “Jonah Jones and
The Song of Songs™ by Yaakov Malkin, to stories by John Steinbeck, William Saroyan, Selma Lagarlof,
Nissim Aloni, James Joyce and others. An album of her “Song of Songs” drawings appeared in 1965.
She has taught painting and lectured on art at the Art Center of the Rothschild Center which she
founded and directed from 1958 to 1971, at Haifa University Hillel House. She also founded the Buber
Center, Arab-Jewish Art Center of the Hebrew University Jerusalem in 1971 and taught at the Usdan
Center for the Creative and Performing Arts, N.Y. In 1975 she edited (with Y. Malkin) The Massada
“Lexicon of the Arts."

Felice Pazner-Malkin is married to Yaakov Malkin and has a son and daughter. Since 1971 she lives and
works in Jerusalem.
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“Art as Love” includes two books: one by Felice Pazner Malkin comprises drawings dedicated to
the human image and form, the other by Yaakov Malkin is an essay on the aesthetics of experience
in which love between individuals and love for works of art are explored. Felice Pazner Malkin has
been exhibiting paintings, drawings and prints since 1954. Yaakov Malkin lectures at Tel-Aviv
University on aesthetics of film and literature of performing arts. His published works include:
plays, poetry, books and essays on film, literature, and theatre.

Yaakov Malkin and Felice Pazner Malkin are co-editors of the Massada Press “Lexicon of the
Ans-r!








